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has shown little imagination as it adopted a
system foreign to America, instead of initiating
schemes which represented the aspirations of a
free people.

Herman Schneider, of the University of Cin-
cinnati, has made one of the most intelligent
contributions in the adaptation of the German
scheme of education. He divides trades into
two classes, which he calls energizing and en-
ervating. In those which are energizing there
is an element of individual expression and op-
portunity for self-direction. The enervating
trades are wholly automatic, and induce a
lethargic state of mind and body. His comment
on the situation is: "We are rapidly dividing
mankind into a staflf of mental workers and an
army of purely physical workers. The physical
workers are becoming more and more lethargic.
The work itself is not character building; on the
contrary, it is repressive and when self-expres-
sion comes, it is hardly energizing mentally.
The real menace lies in the fact that in a self-
governing industrial community the minds of
the majority are in danger of becoming less
capable of sound and serious thought because
of lack of continuous constructive exercise in
earning a livelihood."